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RESEARCH REPORT 

Social activity and development of the region 

 

 

INTRODUCTION  

 

 Rural areas are home to about 38% of the Polish population. Such a significant 

human capital deserves special attention, especially in the context of the knowledge-based 

economy and building the civil society. Targeted management of local communities can 

have a very beneficial effect on developing the entire region. Active citizens build social 

capital, which is a set of (often informal) norms, values and networks of interdependence 

for a more effective joint action. Social capital has a direct impact on economic growth 

(eg. developing the third sector, replenishment and replacing the inefficient state 

institutions), so we should develop a tool enabling its more dynamic development. 

Creating proper policies and management of local social organizations require previous 

studies of a diagnostic tool. I will make it in the framework of this project, a pilot study 

was the first step. 

 

 

DESCRIPTION OF RESEARCH 
 

 In August-September 2014 I conducted pilot survey on a group of 140 people living 

in small towns (up to 20 thousands of inhabitants) and rural areas of Lesser Poland 

District. In the study attended residents from 46 (out of 182) communes of the region: 

� 24 rural communes (out of 121 in the entire region) 

� 20 urban-rural communes (out of 47) 

� 2 urban communes (out of 14)  

 

I conducted the study using a questionnaire containing 16 questions overall and 6 

demographics. The purpose of the pilot was primarily to verify the research tool and 

construct a plan for further research. It allows me to continue research on the social 

activity of the inhabitants of small towns and rural areas of Lesser Poland District. 
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RESEARCH RESULTS 
 

1. Do you believe that involvement of the people has an impact on the development of 

the region they live? 

 

89,3%  yes 

2,3%  no 

8,4%  hard to say 

 

2. Are you interested in the socio-political life of the country? 

 

17,4%  definitely yes, I read a lot, watch TV programs with politicians and other 

public figures  

 

32%  yes, I watch news programs, read a daily newspaper/check messages on the 

web 

 

32%  rather, generally watch news programs, but rarely read newspapers daily 

/check messages on the web 

 

5,3%  unlikely, I'm interested in this topic just before the election 

 

12%  no, although I sometimes watch news programs, but do not pay attention to 

politics 

 

1,5%  definitely no, I’m not interested 

 

3. How do you involve in the local community activities (festivals, local festivities state 

and/or religious)? (possible to mark more than one answer) 

 

48,5%  I get involved in those activities 

15%  financial backing 

22%  I encourage neighbors/friends to join 

35,6%  I'm just a participant 

15%  I support those activities, but I don’t participate 

4,5%  I participate only in the events concerning my family and friends 

2,3%  I think this type of activities are unnecessary and I'm reluctant to 

participate 

5,3%  I don’t participate in those activities 

 

4. Are you a member of an organization operating in rural areas/in a small town? 

 

51,5%  yes    48,5%  no  

 

5. What type of organization is this? 

 

5,8%  foundation 

26,5%  association – Local Action Group 

25%  association (non Local Action Group)  

41,2%  informal group (eg. the farmer’s wives’ association) 

other, what? Regional band, Polish Scouting Association 
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6. What subject area concerns the activities of this organization? (possible to mark more 

than one answer) 

 

25%  sport 

78%  culture 

35,3%  tourism 

28%  charity 

36,7%  cuisine 

53%   entertainment 

other, what?  Education, development of rural areas, animation of community, 

internet access, work with children, support of organizing local events, the 

implementation of the Local Development Strategy, ecology and road safety, 

history, scholarship assistance, group prayer. 

 

7. How this organization is managed by? (possible to mark more than one answer) 

 

75%  has a board 

42,6%  has a chairperson 

26,5%  has a council 

Has a different management authority, what kind of? Commander, scoutmaster 

5,8%  don’t know 

 

8. Is this organization cooperates with other units (eg. other organizations, the office of 

the municipality, school)? 

 

91,2%  yes, what kind of? (usually appearing answers listed first) Municipal Office, 

School, Volunteer Fire Brigade, other NGO, The farmer’s wives’ association, 

cultural center, informal group, local association, other Local Action Group, public 

institution operating for development of rural areas, business representative, 

library, rehabilitation center 

1,5%  no 

11,7%  don’t know 

 

9. How do you support the activities of this organization? (possible to mark more than 

one answer) 

 

69,1%  regular participation in the meetings 

20,6%  irregular participation in the meetings 

26,5%  financial backing 

57,3%  involvement in current activities 

33,8%  member of a board/council (management authority) 

5,9%  only well-wisher, without involvement 

 

10.  What motivated you to join this organization? (possible to mark more than one 

answer) This is for you a: 

 

40%  way to spending your free time 

60,3%  possibility of development through the acquisition of new skills 

62%  opportunity to help other people 

47%  opportunity to meet interesting people/know neighbours 
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51,5%  way to engage in the development of the town which I live (eg. the 

development of tourism) 

19,1%  opportunity to impact on decisions about important issues (eg. repairs, 

construction sites) 

another reason, what kind of? Increased awareness of the local community 

regarding history, promoting safe behaviour on the road, tourism - travel 

organization 

 

11.  Please take a position to the statements listed below and on your opinion on the 

activity and regional development 

No Statement  Definitely 

no 

No Unlikely Hard 

to say 

Rather Yes Definitely 

yes 

 1. Working for the common good 

is a natural feature, 

independent of education. 

13,5% 20,6% 23% 13,5% 16% 8,7% 4,7% 

 2. Working for the common good 

is a feature of the older 

generation, young people care 

only about themselves. 

14,3% 20% 16,6% 17,5% 16,6% 10,3% 4,7% 

 3. Working for the common good 

is based on tradition (role 

models). 

4% 5,5% 5,5% 9,4% 43,7% 24,2% 7,8% 

4. Active inhabitants in the local 

community are role models for 

other residents. 

1,5% 0,8% 3,1% 15,6% 25,8% 31,2% 21,8% 

5. Active inhabitants are poorly 

perceived and criticized. 

9% 15,5% 29,5% 18,8% 15,5% 7,4% 4% 

6. The main motivation for active 

inhabitants are their own 

interests. 

8% 25,6% 25,6% 24,8% 11,2% 2,4% 2,4% 

 7. The activity of citizens do not 

affect the development of the 

region, local authorities 

should deal with it. 

26% 31% 24,4% 8,1% 4,8% 4,8% 0,8% 

8. Development of the region is 

the responsibility of the state 

(not citizens). 

18,2% 38% 10,3% 21,4% 7,1% 2,4% 2,4% 

9. Ordinary people do not affect 

the development of the entire 

region, regardless of whether 

they are active or not. 

13% 35% 26% 5,7% 12,2% 4% 4% 

10. Involvement of residents has 

the greatest impact on the 

development of the region. 

5,5% 2,4% 9,5% 21,4% 26,2% 27,7% 7,1% 

11. You can do not much in a 

small town without 

engagement of residents. 

3,1% 3,9% 2,3% 7,7% 36,4% 31,8% 14,7% 

12. Active inhabitants are a 

valuable asset of the region, 

regardless of whether they live 

in the rural areas or in the 

city. 

1,6% 3,2% 0% 4,8% 14,4% 28,8% 47,2% 
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12.  Please mark your approach to the election 

Participate local parliamentary presidential 

always 63% 56,7% 65,3% 

sometimes 23,6% 26,7% 21,2% 

seldom 9,4% 14,2% 9,4% 

never 4% 2,3% 4% 

 

13.  Why do you think people do not engage in work for the local community? (usually 

appearing answers listed first) 

 

Lack of time, people are overworked, focus on the private sphere, selfishness, 

laziness, lack of faith in the efficacy of such actions, shame, society becomes 

consumer, what matters is money, fix on the tasks forgetting social goals, due to 

poor management of such work, lack of civic consciousness, lack of good role 

models, risk of exposure to criticism, lack of mutual trust, mentality 

 

14.  What do you think would make people more likely to engage in action for their closest 

surroundings? (usually appearing answers listed first) 

 

Remuneration, visible results, the proper local leader, prospects of environmental 

change for the better, favor of the authorities, civic education, to show that it is 

not difficult, good examples (including the authorities), awareness that they are 

not the only ones, that neighbors do not ridicule, benefits: access to ideas and 

innovation 

 

15.  Please mark what kind of activities you undertook during school years 

Type of activity Yes No Don’t 

remember 

special interests group 76,2% 16,4% 7,4% 

sport interests group 57,7% 37,3% 4,8% 

scouting 35,2% 61,6% 3,2% 

school council 66,3% 28,7% 5% 

religious activity (eg. member of the choir in the 

church, altar boy) 

43,5% 50,4% 6% 

 

16.  Please mark what kind of activities you undertake during adulthood 

 

Type of activity Yes No Don’t remember 

/not apply 

member of Parents Committee   25,8% 50,8% 23,4% 

volunteer for more than a month 36,5% 58,2% 5,2% 

charities (at least once a year) 55,2% 39,5% 5,2% 

other activities for the town or parish (eg. 

activities in local school, cleaning the church) 

61,4% 31,5% 7% 
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Demographics 

 

17.  Sex 

 

66,4% female    33,6% male 

 

18.  Education 

 

1,5%  primary/lower secondary 

8,4%  basic vocational 

19,8%  secondary 

11,4%  secondary vocational or postsecondary 

23%  Bachelor 

35,8%  Master 

 

19.  Age range 

 

27%  up to 25 years 

29,2%  25-35  

20,7%  36-45  

17,6%  46-60  

5,4%  above 60  

 

20.  Place of living 

 

81,5%  up to 10 thousands inhabitants 

12,3%  11-20 thousands inhabitants 

6,1%  above 20 thousands inhabitants 

 

26,2%  city      73,8%  village 

 

21.  How long have you lived in this place? 

 

1,5%   up to 1 year 

2,3%  1-5 years 

6,9%  5-10 years 

19,2%  above 10 years 

70%  at birth 

 

 

 

 


